
Tips on Sealing Decks For The Best Results, And In The Least Amount Of Time!

When preparing to seal decks allow the wood to dry for at least 24-48 hours before you seal it with any oil sealer. Once you be-

lieve the wood is dry, you should test it with a moisture meter. Be sure to test the areas that do not get much sun, such as close

to the house. You are looking for 12% moisture or less. In a pinch, you can seal wood at 15%, but you are really pushing the edge

with that.

dĂŬĞ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĂƌĚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂǁ Ŷ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŬ͘�̂ ƵŶ��ƌŝƚĞ�̂ ƵƉƉůǇ�ŚĂƐ�ůŝŐŚƚǁ ĞŝŐŚƚ�ŝŶĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀ Ğ�ƉĂƉĞƌ-poly

drop-ĐůŽƚŚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚ�ƐĞĂůĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ůĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ǀ ĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ͘ �̂ ĞĂůĞƌ�ďůŽĐŬƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ǀ ĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ͕ �ƐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĨ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ďƌĞĂƚhe.

�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�ƐĂĨĞ͘�E Kd�͗ �EĞǀ Ğƌ�ƵƐĞ�ƐŚĞĞƚ�ƉůĂƐƟĐ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ǀ ĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ͘ �K Ŷ�Ă�ƐƵŶŶǇ�ĚĂǇ͕�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĨƌǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘

If there are any fuzzies on the wood, use a sanding sponge with medium grit (or a brass wire brush, an Osborne brush, or a de-

ĨĞůƟŶŐ�ƉĂĚͿ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ĂƌĞĂ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƐƚĞƉ�ǁ ŝůů�ŚĞůƉ�ĂƐƐƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ͘

ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ZĞĂĚǇ�̂ ĞĂů�ŝƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŝŶĞƌƚ�Žŝů�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ŶŽ�ƐƵŐĂƌƐ�Žƌ�ƐƚĂƌĐŚĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�ĐĂƵƟŽŶ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�Ăǀ ŽŝĚ�ĂŶǇ�ƐĞĂůĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�

contains linseed oil (even in small amounts, linseed oil supports the growth of mildew with its natural sugars and starches). We

ĂůƐŽ�ĐĂƵƟŽŶ�ǇŽƵ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶǇ�ƐĞĂůĞƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ�hs �ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĂƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ăůů�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƐĞĂůĞƌƐ͘ �' ĞŶĞƌĂůůǇ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ͕�darker

ƐĞĂůĂŶƚ�ĐŽůŽƌƐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�hs �ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘ �ZĞĂĚǇ�̂ ĞĂů�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Į ŶĞƐƚ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚƐ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͕�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĞǆͲ

clusive resins that help the stain be absorbed completely into the wood very quickly. Ready Seal is permeable, which means it

allows the wood to breathe naturally but will not allow moisture drops to enter the wood.

Using a good brush with white china bristles, apply the sealer along the edge of the deck nearest the house. Cover about 12” to

18” out from the house, being very careful to feather the edges so that you avoid a straight, visible line where the brushing stops

ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞŐŝŶ͘ ��Ƶƫ ŶŐ-in the edge like this allows you to begin spraying away from the house, minimizing your clean

-ƵƉ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽď͘ �D ĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐƉƌĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ĚĞĐŬ͕�Ăǀ ŽŝĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ůĂďŽƌ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ-in by using sheet

ƉůĂƐƟĐ�Žƌ�Ă�ŇĞǆŝďůĞ�ƉĂŝŶƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƐŚŝĞůĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐƉƌĂǇ͘

A DECKSTER sprayer is the quickest method to apply Ready Seal when used by a professional. On a windy day, the Hurricane

�ƌƵƐŚ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƐƚĞƐƚ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ZĞĂĚǇ�̂ ĞĂů�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ĐůĞĂŶ-up headache. Ready Seal can also be applied with a

pump-up sprayer, but that is more labor-intensive and a less-Ğǀ ĞŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŐĞƚ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă����<^d�Z ͘ �zŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�

use a brush or roll it, but those methods are more labor-intensive and usually don’t get the sealer on to the sides of the boards

like the sprayer does. What is a Deckster your probably asking yourself?

The Deckster Deck Sprayer

^ƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ�ĚĞĐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞŶĐĞƐ�ƐĂǀ ĞƐ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�Őŝǀ ĞƐ�ǇŽƵ�Ă�ǀ ĞƌǇ�Ğǀ ĞŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�- with the right deck sprayer, of course. Using a spray-

Ğƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞĐŬƐ�ĐĂŶ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘ �dŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�Žƌ�ƚŽŽ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ǀ ŽůƵŵĞ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĞĂƐŝůǇ�ǁ ĂƐƚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚͬ Žr ma-

terials. "On-�ĞŵĂŶĚΗ�ƉƵŵƉƐ�ĚŽŶΖƚ�ůĞƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂĚũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽď�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŚŝŐŚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ�

tools that may need frequent replacement.

The motor and pump used in a Deckster is not an "on-demand" pump. No other deck sprayer uses the

ƐĂŵĞ�ŵŽƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵŵƉ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă��ĞĐŬƐƚĞƌ�ĚŽĞƐ͕ �ĞŝƚŚĞƌ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞĐŬ�ƐƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŶŽŶĞ�

are as solid as the Deckster. No other dealer touches our price on this amazing machine, so you can buy

ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĐŽŶĮ ĚĞŶĐĞ͊ ��dŚĞ��ĞĐŬƐƚĞƌ�ĚĞĐŬĞƌ�ƐƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�t ŽŽĚ�ZĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌƐ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�

have been used as pest control sprayers and even for soap dispensing. The Deckster Deck and Fence

^ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ĐĂŶ�ƉĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ�ŝŶ�ĂƐ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ĂƐ�Ϯ�ǁ ĞĞŬƐ�- just be saving you 45 minutes a day over that pump-up deck sprayer you are using

now. This deck sprayer has a fully adjustable output (from 25 PSI to 225 PSI, from .1 to 1.5 GPM) just with the twist of a dial. The

Deckster sprayer is designed to handle both harsh cleaners and most wood deck sealers (light viscosity). The Deckster deck spray-

er features leak-proof Quick-�ŽŶŶĞĐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƐĞ�ĞŶĚƐ͕ �ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ŵĞƐƐĞƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ĂƩ ĂĐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƐƉƌĂǇĞƌ�

also comes assembled and complete, with lots of available accessories to help you custom-tailor your Deckster to your specific 

ŶĞĞĚƐ͘ ��dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵŝůƚ��ƵƌĂďůĞ�ƚŽŽ͕ �ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ��ĞĐŬƐƚĞƌ�ƐƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ǁ Ğ�Ğǀ Ğƌ�ďƵŝůƚ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͊�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵƌ��ĞĐŬƐƚĞƌ�ƐŚŽƵld ever

need repair, we stock a complete line of repair and replacement parts. Call our store for current pricing on this amazing deck seal-

er spraying system.

KŬĂǇ͕�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĂůŝŶŐ�ĚĞĐŬƐ͊



dĂŬĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƉĂƟŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŬ͘�̂ ĞĂůĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚƌŝƉƐ�ŽŶƚŽ�ĐŽŶĐƌĞƚĞ�ŝƐ�ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ�Ěŝĸ ĐƵůƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ŽŶ͘ �/Ĩ�you spray

the sealer, also protect plants and house surfaces. If you must clean up spilled sealer or overspray, use mineral spirits or denatured

alcohol. Mineral spirits is the best all-around cleaner, while denatured alcohol works very well for cleaning it off glass.

/Ĩ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�ZĞĂĚǇ�̂ ĞĂů͕�ƉĂǇ�ĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞ͘�dŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌǇ�ǁ ĂŶƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�applied at

a 150 square-feet-per-ŐĂůůŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞ͘�dǁ Ž�ůŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽĂƚƐ�;ƚǁ Ž�ϯϬϬ�ƐƋ͘ �Ō͘ ͬ ŐĂůůŽŶ�ĐŽĂƚƐͿ�ĂƌĞ�ŵƵĐŚ�ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŚĞĂǀ Ǉ�ŽŶĞ͘�KŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�Į rst

coat of sealer has been on the wood for at least 15 – 30 minutes, it will accept a moderate second coat. Once the second coat of

sealer has been on the wood for about 20 minutes, the wood has absorbed all it will take. If there are any wet or shiny spots visible,

they can be wiped with a clean rag or back-brushed with a flat stain pad to remove them.

You might be tempted to keep applying Ready Seal because the sealer soaks in quickly and the wood looks thirsty. This is a mistake

(an over-ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶͿ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�Žǀ Ğƌ-ĂƉƉůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂůĞƌ�ǁ ŝůů�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŬ�ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ�ƐŽŵĞǁ ŚĂƚ�ƐƟĐŬǇ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂƌŵĞƐƚ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�

months.

Ready Seal is really goof-proof. That means that you won’t get lap marks or runs, and it means that rainy weather can’t mess it up.

dŚĞ�ƐĞĂůĞĚ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƌĂŝŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�ZĞĂĚǇ�̂ ĞĂů͘�dŚĞ�ĚĞĐŬ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ŝŵŵĞdi-

ĂƚĞůǇ͕�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂůĞƌ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚƌǇ�ďĞŶĞĂƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ϯ-3 weeks.

Expect the color of the newly-sealed wood to be somewhat darker that the color sample indicated. The wood may also have a

slightly splotchy appearance. The color will lighten considerably and even out over the next two weeks or so. The color will conƟŶͲ

ue to lighten gradually, depending on use and exposure to sun. Typically, this process should be repeated every two years or so to

ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ŽƉƟŵĂů�ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘ �


